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DETAILED ACTION 


Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

1 . The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 1 02 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public 
use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United 
States. 


2. Claims 1-20 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by 
Sedaros (U.S. Patent No. 6,004,259). Sedaros discloses an invention comprising an 
audio device that may be activated manually or by voice to generate the sound of a 
mother. With respect to claims 1 and 2, Sedaros teaches a doll, or "toy" (col. 1, lines 
34-37), that may receive a "triggering event" such as the crying of a baby and 
subsequently generates a sound and plays sounds of the mother to induce a calming 
effect on the child (col. 1, lines 56-61). 

In reference to claim 3, Sedaros teaches subsequent nonnal operation mode if 
the crying persists after the predetermined six minute interval. Hence, the child will be 
exposed to an additional six minutes of playback as determined by the invention when 
he continues to cry. In view of claims 4-6, the "triggering event" can be manual, as in 
continuous playback (col. 1, lines 60-61) by activation of a switch (col. 2, lines 45-49), or 
automatic as activated by a signal from the child's crying to a microphone (col. 2, lines 
23-26). 
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With respect to claims 7 and 9-10, the operating mode of Sedaros is that of a 
heartbeat and miscellaneous sounds captured when the mother pre-records into a 
microphone located on the device (col. 3, lines 25-30) into memory (col. 1, lines 8-13). 
In view of claim 8, the volume and pitch may be controlled via the volume control (col. 3, 
lines 6-10). 

With reference to claims 1 1 and 12, the device of Sedaros contains a processing 
circuit that receives the "triggering event" from the child's voice and controls playback of 
a sound pre-recorded by the mother (col. 2, lines 21-23) and further comprises an audio 
output to generate the sound (col. 3, lines 6-10). 

In view of claim 13, if the baby's crying persists, the device of Sedaros will be 
reactivated by the pulses received from the crying and continue in normal operation 
mode. Furthermore, the device may operate in a continuous On mode (col. 2, lines 45- 
46) or in a standby mode (col. 4, lines 8-11). 

In reference to claims 14-16, the "triggering event" as taught by Sedaros can be 
manual, as in continuous playback (col. 1 , lines 60-61) by activation of a switch (col. 2, 
lines 45-49), or automatic as activated by a signal from the child's crying to a 
microphone (col. 2, lines 23-26) to proceed in nomnal operation mode. Furthermore, in 
view of claim 17, the operating mode of Sedaros is that of a heartbeat and 
miscellaneous sounds captured when the mother pre-records into a microphone located 
on the device (col. 3, lines 25-30). 

With respect to claim 18, the device of Sedaros also contains a timer (col. 2, lines 
33-34) and a volume control (col. 3, lines 6-10). Furthermore, in view of claim 19, it 
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contains a memory (col. 1, lines 8-13) for storing the sound generated by the 
microphone and at any subsequent point for playback (col. 2, lines 66-67 and col, 3, 
lines 1-10). 

In reference to claim 20, the device of Sedaros comprises a switch coupled to the 
processing circuit for mode operation (col. 2, lines 45-49); a timer (col. 2, lines 33-34) 
and a volume control (col. 3, lines 6-10); an audio output and speaker for generating the 
mother's pre-recorded sounds (col. 3, lines 1-10) and a microphone for recording the 
sounds (col. 3, lines 25-30) stored in memory (col. 1, lines 8-13). 

Conclusion 

3. The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to 
applicant's disclosure. 

U.S. Patent No. 6,692,330 to Kulick discloses an Infant toy that generates 
sounds pre-recorded by a mother for inducing a calming effect. 

U.S. Pub. No. 2002/0120176 to Coviello discloses a device for recording and 
playing back sounds of a beating heart for soothing babies. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Christine D. Hopkins whose telephone number is (571) 
272-9058. The examiner can normally be reached on Monday-Friday, 7 a.m.-3:30 p.m.. 
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If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Charles Marmor, II can be reached on (571) 272-4730. The fax phone 
number for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571- 
273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 


Christine D Hopkins 
Examiner 
Art Unit 3735 



